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7.1.3 Weatherization Costs and Savings

- DOE Weatherization program requires that states spend no more than an average of $2,568 per household in PY 2002.  
All states are using energy audits to determine the most cost-effective weatherization measures.

- In spite of funding reductions which reduced production, technical advances have produced 80% higher energy savings on 
a per dwelling basis.  Increases in energy savings were achieved through improvements in: diagnostic technology and 
techniques, weatherization materials and installation techniques, training, and audit tools.

- Total costs for all single-family and small multi-family dwellings weatherized in Program Year 1989 were $1,550/unit.  (1)
- Total costs for all units in large multi-family buildings weatherized in Program Year 1989 were $1000/unit.  (1)
- DOE Weatherization saves an average of 22% on home energy space heating bills with a range of 13-34%, a benefit-cost 

ratio of 1.3.  On average, weatherized residences that use natural gas save $300 per year. (1)

Note(s): 1) Program year is April 1-March 31.
Source(s): EERE/OWIP, Weatherization Program Notice 02-1, Oct. 21, 2001 for average expenditures; ORNL, Description of the Weatherization Assistance 

Program in Larger Multifamily Buildings for Program Year 1989, Apr. 1993, p.26 for 1989 installed costs; ORNL, Weatherization Works: Final 

Report of the National Weatherization Evaluation, Sept. 1994, p 56  for FY 1989; and ORNL, Progress Report of the National Weatherization 

Assistance Program, Sept. 1997; EERE/OWIP, Weatherization Works, Progress Report of the National Weatherization Assistance Program, 

Feb. 1998; ORNL, Weatherization Plus Progress Report: Poised to Move Forward, June 2001; and EERE/OWIP, Weatherization Assistance 

Program Executive Summary, July 2003, www.waptac.org. for weatherization savings.
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